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INTEODUCTOET. 

<& 
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The  Tenth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Department  of  Massachu¬ 
setts  Woman’s  Relief  Corps  ordered  the  publication  of  the  history  of  the 
Order,  its  origin,  growth  and  work,  prior  to  the  organization  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Order  in  1883,  but  as  such  history  existed  only  in  manuscript 
form,  with  such  data,  names,  and  other  items  of  interest  as  those  now 
living,  who  were  participants  in  that  early  history  could  attest,  I  most 
cheerfully  accepted  the  invitation  of  the  Department  President,  Emma 
B.  Lowd,  to  assist  in  the  compilation  of  this  work. 

To  Massachusetts  must  ever  he  accorded  the  credit  of  having  first 
conceived,  and  carried  into  successful  operation,  a  State  organization 
composed  entirely  of  women,  ritualistic  in  form,  and  having  an  almost 
perfect  system  of  Reports  and  Returns  similar  to  that  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  and  its  object  the  relief  of  sick  or  disabled 
veterans  of  the  Union  Army  and  their  dependent  families. 

To  have  assisted  in  laying  the  corner  stone  of  the  present  grand 
structure,  known  the  world  over  as  the  only  auxiliary  to  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  will,  I  know,  prove  a  lasting  satisfaction  to  every 
one  of  its  pioneers,  and  I  trust  this  brief  history  will  bring  to  many  the 
happiness  it  has  afforded  me,  of  living  over  once  again  those  days  of 
anxiety  and  discouragements,  hut  now  so  gloriously  crowned  by  success 
and  achievements  worthy  the  highest  endeavors  of  woman. 

We  have  sought  to  make  this  history  as  concise  and  yet  correct  as 
possible,  and  hope  it  may  be  a  welcome  guest  with  every  member  of  the 
Woman’s  Relief  Corps. 

Loyally  and  Fraternally  yours, 

SARAH  E.  FULLER,  Fh'st  De^tt.  President. 
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Headquarters  Dept,  of  Massachusetts  Woman’s  Belief  Corps, 
Auxiliary  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

Boston,  Mass.,  July  8,  1889. 

In  presenting  the  condensed  history  of  the  early  years  of  the 
Woman’s  Belief  Corps  of  Massachusetts  to  the  Order,  I  desire  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  courteous  assistance  rendered  the  department  Secretary 
and  myself  in  the  preparation  of  these  pages  by  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Euller, 
the  first  Department  President  of  Massachusetts,  and  her  successor,  Mrs. 
E.  Florence  Barker.  To  their  memories  and  documents  in  their  possession 
many  facts  not  fully  recorded  were  verified  and  the  work  of  the  historians 
made  more  correct.  They  have  lived  to  see  large  increase  from  the  seed 
sown  in  those  days  of  doubt,  and  enjoy  the  reward  of  their  efforts. 

In  F.,  C.  and  L., 


EMMA  B.  LOWD,  Department  President. 
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Previous  to  the  year  1879,  there  existed  in  Massachusetts  several 
Ladies’  Aid  Associations  working  in  connection  with  Posts  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  in  their  respective  localities. 

These  societies  were  first  organized  as  sewing  circles,  fair  com¬ 
mittees,  etc.,  and  were  retained  by  the  Posts  for  special  service  in  this 
direction  when  required.  They  were  independent  in  their  general 
character  and  most  of  them  without  any  ritualistic  work. 

Department  Commander  Horace  Binney  Sargent,  in  his  travels 
throughout  the  State,  recognized  the  efficiency  of  woman’s  work  for  the 
G.  A.  R.,  and  united  with  Assistant  Adjutant-General  James  F.  Meech 
in  granting  official  sanction  for  a  Convention,  which  was  held  in  response 
to  the  following  Circular :  — 

E.  V.  Sumner  Relief  Corps, 
Post  19,  G.  A.  R. 

Fitchburg,  Mass.,  January,  1879. 

It  having  been  suggested  that  the  several  Ladies’  Aid  or  Relief 
Societies  connected  with  Posts  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  of 
Massachusetts/could  be  more  effective  in  their  works  of  charity  if  directed 
by  a  similar  form  of  government,  and  believing  it  to  be  the  desire  of  such 
societies  to  form  a  State  organization,  the  members  of  E.  V.  Sumner  Re¬ 
lief  Corps  of  Fitchburg,  have  voted  that  a  Convention  of  delegates  from 
each  Ladies’  Relief  organization  connected  with  the  G.  A.  R.  throughout 
the  State,  be  called  to  meet  in  this  city  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  State 
organization. 

The  Convention  will  assemble  at  the  hall  of  Post  19,  G.  A.  R.,  on 
Wednesday,  February  12th,  1879,  at  10  o’clock,  a.  m. 
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Each  organization  is  entitled  to  three  delegates  beside  the  presiding 
officer,  who,  by  virtue  of  her  office,  will  he  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Con¬ 
vention. 

A  list  of  delegates  from  each  society  should  he  sent  to  Mrs.  E.  H.  B. 
Cummings,  Secretary,  on  or  before  February  10th,  that  proper  arrange¬ 
ments  may  be  made  for  the  comfort  of  all. 

Delegates  will  be  entertained  during  their  stay  in  the  city  by  the 
members  of  E.  Y.  Sumner  Belief  Corps. 

MBS.  GEO.  E.  GOODBICH, 

President. 

Mrs.  E.  H.  B.  Cummings, 

Secretary. 


OBGANIZATION. 

On  Eeb.  12,  1879,  sixty-six  delegates,  representing  several  socie¬ 
ties,  responded  to  the  above  call,  among  which  were :  Fitchburg,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  East  Boston,  Spencer,  Berlin,  Leominster,  Bockland,  Orange, 
Shelburne  Falls,  Marlboro,  Sterling,  Abington,  Quincy  and  Taunton. 

A  committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws  was  appointed,  viz: 
Mrs.  Eastman  of  Orange ;  Mrs.  Torrey  of  Cambridge ;  Mrs.  Merchant  of 
Fitchburg;  Mrs.  Fuller  of  East  Boston,  and  Mrs.  Gillett  of  Shelburne 
Falls. 

After  over  four  hours  deliberation,  the  committee  reported  a  Con¬ 
stitution,  which  was  adopted.  The  preamble  reads  as  follows  :  — 

“We,  the  mothers,  wives,  daughters  and  sisters  of  soldiers,  sailors 
and  marines  who  took  part  in  the  late  rebellion,  and  other  loyal  women, 
do  unite  to  establish  a  permanent  State  association  for  the  purposes  and 
objects  herein  set  forth,  with  such  amendments  as  we  shall  from  time 
to  time  think  proper  to  make.” 

The  objects  stated  were:  —  “To  assist  members  and  their  families 
in  sickness  and  distress,  and  all  needy  and  sick  soldiers,  sailors  and 
marines,  or  the  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  soldiers,  sailors  and 
marines ;  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  alleviate  their  distress ;  to  further  the 
interests  of  all  subordinate  Corps,  and  institute  new  Corps  throughout 
the  State.” 

It  was  voted  to  form  a  State  organization,  and  that  it  be  a  secret 

one. 

It  was  voted,  That  each  subordinate  Corps  applying  to  Department 
for  a  charter,  be  required  to  pay  five  dollars  for  the  same. 
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All  present  were  invited  to  sign  the  roll.  Twenty-three  ladies 
signed  the  Constitution,  and  the  presiding  officer  declared  the  State 
organization  instituted. 

Mrs.  Goodrich,  Mrs.  Sibley,  Mrs.  Connig  and  Mrs.  Merchant,  all  of 
Fitchburg,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  a  Ritual,  Installation 
Service,  and  all  other  business  forms. 

Officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year,  viz :  — 

President. — Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Fuller,  East  Boston. 

Vice-Presidents. — Mrs.  M.  L.  Eastman,  Orange;  Mrs.  G.  Wheeler, 
Mrs.  S.  M.  Weale,  East  Boston;  Mrs.  Ida  Wales,  Abington;  Mrs. 
Harden,  Quincy. 

Secretary. —  Mrs.  Kathrina  L.  Beedle,  Cambridge. 

Treasurer. —  Mrs.  Merchant,  Fitchburg. 

Chaplain. — Mrs.  Webb,  Cambridge. 

Conductor. —  Mrs.  Sidney  Sibley,  Fitchburg. 

Guard. —  Mrs.  P.  F.  Sprague,  East  Boston. 

Board  of  Directors. —  Mrs.  Hopkins,  Rockland;  Mrs.  Gillett,  Shel¬ 
burne  Falls;  Mrs.  Hemmenway,  Shelburne  Falls  ;  Mrs.  Lackey,  Spencer; 
Mrs.  Miles,  Cambridge ;  Mrs.  Wheeler,  Rockland;  Mrs.  Winn,  Sterling; 
Mrs.  Webb,  Cambridge;  Mrs.  Goodrich,  Fitchburg. 

It  was  voted,  That  a  special  meeting  be  held  subject  to  the  call  of 
the  President.  Meeting  adjourned  at  12.15  p.  m. 

Thus,  on  Feb.  13,  1879,  was  completed  the  organization  of  the 
Woman’s  Relief  Corps  of  Massachusetts. 


SPECIAL  MEETING. 

Cambridge,  Mass.,  March  13,  1879. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Department  was  convened  in  Grand  Army 
Hall,  Cambridge,  this  date. 

The  President,  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Fuller,  presided.  Fourteen  members 
were  present. 

The  Rules  and  Regulations  were  read  as  revised  by  Mrs.  Beedle, 
Secretary,  and  adopted  in  accordance  with  her  revision. 

Three  applications  for  charter  were  reported. 

After  a  lengthy  discussion  on  a  motion  to  exclude  loyal  women 
from  the  Order,  it  was  voted,  That  all  loyal  ladies  of  good  moral  char¬ 
acter  who  are  interested  in  the  objects  of  the  association  be  eligible  to 
membership  in  the  subordinate  Corps. 
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Department  Commander  J.  G.  B.  Adams,  upon  recommendation 
of  Assistant  Adjutant-General  James  F.  Meech,  having  tendered  the 
Woman’s  Relief  Corps  the  use  of  G.  A.  R.  Headquarters  on  Wednesdays 
from  twelve  to  two  o’clock,  it  was  announced  that  Mrs.  Beedle, 
Secretary,  would  he  there  on  that  day  in  order  to  furnish  any  informa¬ 
tion  that  might  he  desired. 

The  special  session  was  continued  the  following  day,  March  14,1879. 

It  was  voted,  after  several  amendments  by  the  Convention,  to  adopt  a 
form  of  Ritual  presented  by  Mrs.  Goodrich. 

A  code  of  Rules  and  Regulations,  submitted  by  Mrs.  Beedle,  was 
adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mrs.  Goodrich  it  was  voted,  That  officers’  badges  shall 
consist  of  a  tri-colored  ribbon,  with  a  design  suitable  to  the  office,  and 
that  the  regalia  for  members  be  a  tri-colored  ribbon  of  the  same  length 
and  width  as  the  officers’  ribbons. 

Voted,  That  Corps  instituted  defray  the  expenses  of  Installing 
Officers. 

The  President  and  Secretary  were  appointed  to  perform  this  work. 

Voted,  That  all  necessary  traveling  expenses  (not  otherwise  pro¬ 
vided  for)  of  President  and  Secretary  be  paid  by  the  Department. 

On  motion  of  Mrs.  Beedle  it  was  voted  to  adopt  a  State  charter. 

Voted,  That  Installing  officers  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  subject  to  a  request  for  any  special  person ;  and,  in  the  absence  of 
the  appointed  officer,  the  senior  past  officer  present  shall  act. 

A  public  meeting  was  held  on  Thursday  evening,  March  14. 
Among  the  speakers  were  Past  Senior  Vice  Dept.  Commander  Evans 
and  F.  L.  Chapman,  Esq.,  the  well  known  friend  of  the  soldier,  and 
Rev  J.  P.  Bland. 


ROSTER  OF  CORPS  IN  1879. 

E.  V.  Sumner  Corps,  No.  1,  Fitchburg.  Instituted  May  17th. 

Charles  Beck  Corps,  No.  2,  Cambridge.  Instituted  May  20th. 

Joseph  Hooker  Corps,  No.  3,  East  Boston.  Instituted  May  23d. 
William  H.  Bartlett  Corps,  No.  4,  Taunton.  Instituted  in  June. 

S.  C.  Lawrence  Corps,  No.  5,  Medford.  Instituted  May  27th. 

Hiram  G.  Berry  Corps,  No.  6,  Malden.  Instituted  May  29th. 

Fletcher  Webster  Corps,  No.  7,  Brockton.  Instituted  Oct.  29th. 

Major  How  Corps,  No.  8,  Haverhill.  Instituted  Oct.  27th. 

George  L.  Stearns  Corps,  No.  9,  Charlestown.  Instituted  Oct.  16th. 
Theodore  Winthrop  Corps,  No.  10,  Chelsea.  Instituted  Oct.  23rd. 
General  Wadsworth  Corps,  No.  11,  Natick.  Instituted  Oct.  25th. 

Paul  Revere  Corps,  No.  12,  Quincy.  Instituted  Dec.  3rd. 

A.  St.  John  Chambre  Corps,  No.  13,  Stoughton.  Instituted  Dec.  11th. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  MASSACHUSETTS,  W.  R.  C.,  1879-1886. 
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FIRST  ANNUAL  CONVENTION. 

East  Boston,  Mass.,  Jan.  28,  1880. 

The  First  Annual  Convention  was  held  at  the  Maverick  House, 
East  Boston,  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Fuller,  President,  in  the  chair. 

The  Secretary,  Mrs.  Kathrina  L.  Beedle,  reported  forty-nine  dele¬ 
gates  and  three  alternates  present,  representing  twelve  Corps. 

Corps  13  was  not  represented. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Department  Secretary  showed  an  increase 
from  23  members  at  time  of  organization  to  453  on  December  31st, 
1879 ;  also  that  eight  Corps  reported  a  Relief  Fund  of  $597.85  on  hand, 
while  four  Corps  have  expended  for  relief  $95.41,  and  that  the  Depart¬ 
ment  receipts  from  per  capita  tax  amounted  to  $41.67. 

The  various  Corps  Presidents  gave  good  accounts  of  their  Corps, 
that  of  Mrs.  S.  Agnes  Parker  of  Fletcher  Webster  Corps  of  Brockton,  be¬ 
ing  specially  interesting. 

The  Installation  Service  having  proved  unsatisfactory,  a  new  form 
of  installation  was  presented  by  Mrs.  Beedle  and  adopted. 

A  committee  on  revision  of  the  Ritual  was  appointed :  Mrs.  Thayer, 
Chelsea;  Mrs.  Brewer,  Taunton;  Mrs.  Marshall,  Natick;  Mrs.  Batchelder 
and  Mrs.  Torrey,  Cambridge. 

Also  a  committee  on  form  of  salute  and  a  challenge  sign :  Mrs. 
Barker,  Malden ;  Mrs.  Parker,  Fitchburg ;  Mrs.  Parker,  Brockton ;  Miss 
Mason,  Haverhill,  and  Mrs.  Simonds,  Natick. 

This  committee  subsequently  reported  a  form  of  salute  and  a  sign  of 
recognition  which  were  adopted,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  extended  the  com¬ 
mittee  for  its  efficient  service. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  officers  elected  at  the  second  day’s  ses¬ 
sion  :  — 

President.  —  Sarah  E.  Fuller,  East  Boston. 

Senior  Vice-President.  —  E.  Florence  Barker,  Malden. 

Junior  Vice-President.  —  Sophia  M.  Parker,  Fitchburg. 

Secretary.  —  Kathrina  L.  Beedle,  Cambridge. 

Treasurer.  —  Amanda  M.  Thayer,  Chelsea. 

Chaplain.  —  Francelia  F.  Boynton,  East  Boston. 

Conductor.  —  Ellen  R.  Barrows,  Medford. 

Guard.  —  Sarah  M.  Scates,  Haverhill. 

Voted,  on  motion  of  Mrs.  Beedle,  That  any  Corps  not  represented  by 
a  Department  officer  shall  be  entitled  to  elect  one  director  as  a  repre¬ 
sentative. 
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A  vote  of  thanks  was  extended  Past  Department  Commander  Sargent 
and  Asst.  Adjt.-General  Meech  for  their  courtesy  and  kindness  to  the 
organization. 

A  telegram  of  greeting  was  forwarded  the  Department  Encampment 
G.  A.  R.,  in  session  at  Lynn. 

At  the  close  of  the  first  day’s  session  a  public  meeting  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Department  was  held.  Comrades  George  S.  Evans  of 
Cambridge,  Thomas  E.  Barker  of  Malden,  Charles  B.  Merchant  of 
Fitchburg  and  others  made  earnest  speeches  in  behalf  of  the  Relief  Corps 
organization. 


MEETINGS  OF  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Boston,  Mass.,  May  12,  1880. 

A  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  was  held  at  G.  A.  R.  Head¬ 
quarters.  Twelve  members  present. 

The  President,  Mrs.  Fuller,  stated  the  object  of  the  meeting  to  be 
the  consideration  of  submitting  a  series  of  questions  to  the  Department 
Council  of  Administration  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  in  order  to  determine  the 
relative  position  of  the  Woman’s  Relief  Corps  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  and  to  ask  authority  from  said  Council  to  use  the  letters 
“  G.  A.  R.” 

On  motion  of  Mrs.  Barker  it  was  voted  to  appoint  a  committee  for 
this  consultation  and  request  a  similar  committee  from  the  G.  A.  R. 

Mrs.  Fuller,  Mrs.  Barker,  Mrs.  Beedle,  Mrs.  Boynton  and  Mrs. 
Thayer  were  appointed. 

Department  Commander  Hawes  and  Council  met  the  committee  and 
advised  that  the  Woman’s  Relief  Corps  add  to  its  title  the  term  u  Aux¬ 
iliary  to  the  G.  A.  R.” 

Commander  Hawes  pledged  his  support  and  assured  the  ladies  that 
a  delegate  would  present  a  resolution  of  endorsement  at  the  next 
Encampment. 


Boston,  Nov.  6,  1880. 

A  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  was  held  in  Boston,  this  date, 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  feasibility  of  extending  our  ritualistic 
work  to  the  women  of  New  Hampshire,  and  to  arrange  for  inspections. 

The  President,  Mrs.  Fuller,  stated  u  that  correspondence  with  and 
personal  attendance  at  the  Department  Convention  of  New  Hampshire 
Woman’s  State  Relief  Corps,  had  resulted  in  a  vote  of  that  body  to 
adopt  the  work  of  the  Woman’s  State  Relief  Corps  of  Massachusetts,  if 
they  may  be  permitted  to  do  so.” 
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The  Senior  Vice-President,  Mrs.  Barker,  expressed  a  warm  interest 
in  the  affairs  of  the  New  Hampshire  organization,  which  had  already  re¬ 
ceived  the  support  of  the  Department  of  New  Hampshire  G.  A.  R. 

Mrs.  Beedle  suggested  that  they  have  liberty  to  use  our  Ritual  for 
the  institution  of  Corps  in  New  Hampshire  only,  and  that  they  make  no 
copies  of  the  Ritual,  written  or  printed,  and  that  they  accept  the  Rules 
and  Regulations  as  they  stand. 

Mrs.  Barker  offered  as  a  motion  the  suggestion  of  Mrs.  Beedle,  and 
the  same  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Voted,  on  motion  of  Mrs.  Barker,  That  we  invite  the  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  ladies  to  form,  in  connection  with  us,  a  mutual  Board  of  Directors 
consisting  of  the  officers  of  each  Department. 

Discussion  on  the  subject  of  where  the  work  of  initiation  should  be 
performed,  if  the  New  Hampshire  Department  accept  our  conditions, 
resulted  in  an  invitation  from  Corps  No.  6,  of  Malden,  for  the  Department 
to  use  their  quarters  for  this  purpose. 

The  invitation  was  accepted,  with  the  thanks  of  the  Board,  for  what¬ 
ever  date  a  correspondence  with  New  Hampshire  may  determine. 

It  was  voted  to  arrange  for  an  inspection  at  the  expense  of  Depart¬ 
ment. 

Mrs.  Fuller  was  appointed  Inspector. 

Mrs.  Barker,  Mrs.  Boynton  and  Mrs.  Beedle  were  appointed  Assist¬ 
ant  Inspectors. 

Malden,  Mass.,  Dec.  8,  1880. 

A  third  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  was  held  at  the  residence 
of  Mrs.  E.  Florence  Barker,  for  the  purpose  of  admitting  the  representa¬ 
tives  from  New  Hampshire,  in  accordance  with  previous  action  of  the 

Board. 

The  following  agreement  was  subscribed  to  by  the  delegates  from 
New  Hampshire : — 

Malden,  Mass.,  Dec.  8,  1880. 

We,  the  undersigned  officers  of  the  New  Hampshire  Woman’s  State 
Relief  Corps,  have  this  da}>-  taken  upon  us  the  work  of  the  Massachusetts 
Woman’s  State  Relief  Corps,  subject  to  the  conditions  that  we  make  n*o 
copies  of  the  Ritual,  written  or  printed,  but  shall  make  requisition  on 
the  Department  Secretary  of  Massachusetts  for  the  same,  as  we  may 
need  them;  also,  that  we  accept  the  Rules  and  Regulations  as  they 
stand. 

Mary  A.  Lull,  Dept.  Senior  Vice-President. 

Mattie  B.  Moulton,  Dept.  Secretary. 

(Signed)  Louise  A.  Deering,  Dept.  Chaplain. 

Fanny  M.  Keyes,  Dept.  Conductor. 

Frances  E.  Johnson,  Dept.  Guard. 
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A  meeting  was  held  in  the  evening  at  the  headquarters  of  Corps  6 
to  initiate  the  New  Hampshire  delegation. 

At  this  meeting  the  directors  were  handsomely  entertained  by 
Major-General  Hiram  G.  Berry  Corps  6,  Malden,  Mrs.  E.  Florence 
Barker,  President. 

The  Mutual  Board  of  Directors  was  formed  with  the  title  of  The 
Union  Board,  with  Mrs.  Barker  of  Malden,  as  President ;  Mrs.  Beedle  of 
Cambridge,  Secretary;  Miss  Keyes  of  New  Hampshire,  Treasurer;  and 
the  New  Hampshire  officers  were  duly  initiated  into  the  work  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  by  the  Department  Officers  of  this  State. 

Mrs.  Fuller  read  the  report  of  Chaplain-in-Chief  Joseph  F.  Lovering 
of  the  G.  A.  B.,  in  which  he  supported  and  recommended  the  Woman’s 
State  Belief  Corps  as  the  National  organization;  also,  a  report  of  the 
proceedings  wherein  that  portion  of  the  Chaplain’s  Beport  was  referred 
to  a  special  committee,  of  which  Mr.  Lovering  was  made  chairman,  for 
future  report. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Bitual  be  changed. 

The  matter  was  referred  to  Mrs.  Beedle,  Mrs.  Sprague,  Mrs.  Parker 
of  Brockton,  Mrs.  Simonds  and  Mrs.  Thayer. 


ROSTER  OF  CORPS  IN  1880. 

E.  Y.  Sumner  Corps,  No.  1,  Fitchburg. 

Charles  Beck  Corps,  No.  2,  Cambridge. 

Joseph  Hooker  Corps,  No.  3,  East  Boston. 

William  H.  Bartlett  Corps,  No.  4,  Taunton. 

S.  C.  Lawrence  Corps,  No.  5,  Medford. 

Hiram  G.  Berry  Corps,  No.  6,  Malden. 

Fletcher  Webster  Corps,  No.  7,  Brockton. 

Major  How  Corps,  No.  8,  Haverhill. 

George  L.  Stearns  Corps,  No.  9,  Charlestown. 

Theodore  Winthrop  Corps,  No.  10,  Chelsea. 

General  Wadsworth  Corps,  No.  11,  Natick. 

Paul  Revere  Corps,  No.  12,  Quincy. 

A.  St.  John  Chambre  Corps,  No.  13,  Stoughton. 

E.  K.  Wilcox  Corps,  No.  14,  Springfield.  Instituted  March  11th. 
Col.  Prescott  Corps,  No.  15,  Ashland.  Instituted  April  12th. 

U.  S.  Grant  Corps,  No.  1(5,  Melrose.  Instituted  Jan.  6. 
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SECOND  ANNUAL  CONVENTION. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Feb.  3,  1881. 

The  Second  Annual  Convention  was  held  in  Boston,  in  Codman 
Building,  this  date,  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Fuller,  President,  in  the  chair. 

Seventy  delegates  and  alternates  were  present. 

The  report  of  the  Department  President  stated  that  three  Corps  had 
been  instituted  during  the  year.  She  referred  to  the  careful  watch  of 
prominent  members  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  over  the  work, 
and  to  the  fact  that  some  considered  the  Woman’s  Relief  Corps  as  an 

intruder. 

Referring  to  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Directors  in  regard  to  a  con¬ 
ference  with  the  Department  Commander  and  his  Council,  the  report 
stated  that  “this  request  was  granted,  and  the  meeting  held  on  the 
afternoon  of  June  3d,  1880,  which  proved  that  we  had  the  sympathy  of 
the  Commander  and  every  member  of  his  Council.” 

Another  fact  of  encouragement  was  noted  in  the  report,  viz.  :  That 
the  Department  Encampment  on  Jan.  27,  1881,  voted  almost  unani¬ 
mously  in  favor  of  the  following  :  — 

u  Resolved,  That  the  Department  of  Massachusetts  G.  A.  R.,  recog¬ 
nizing  in  the  Woman’s  State  Relief  Corps  an  invaluable  ally  in  its  mis¬ 
sion  of  charity  and  loyalty,  hails  them  as  a  noble  band  of  Christian 
women,  who,  while  not  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  are  auxiliary  to  it.” 

Mrs.  Beedle,  Department  Secretary,  submitted  a  report  showing 
that  the  total  receipts,  had  been  $263.23 ;  total  expenditure,  $167.10 ; 
leaving  a  balance  on  hand  of  $96.13.  Membership,  580. 

Voted,  That  the  portion  of  Rules  and  Regulations  covering  title  of 
the  organization  shall  be  amended  by  the  insertion  of  the  words  “  aux¬ 
iliary  to.” 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  extended  Mrs.  Beedle  and  the  ladies  who 
assisted  her  in  the  preparation  of  the  printed  Ritual. 

Mrs.  Torrey,  for  the  Committee  on  Odes,  reported  the  preparation 
of  the  opening  Ode  submitted  at  last  Convention. 

Mrs.  Beedle  here  stated  that  she  was  in  possession  of  an  ode,  written 
and  forwarded  by  Mrs.  Blodgett  of  Relief  Corps,  No.  1,  Fitchburg,  and 
asked  that  the  same  may  be  adopted  as  an  “  Initiation  Ode.” 

Mrs.  Fuller  read  the  odes  to  the  Convention,  and  they  were  unani¬ 
mously  adopted,  and  placed  in  charge  of  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Voted,  That  the  matter  of  badges  for  past  officers  and  for  Directors 
be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Voted,  on  motion  of  Mrs.  Sprague,  That  the  password  shall  never  be 
transmitted  from  one  member  to  another. 
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Mrs.  Boynton,  Mrs.  Goodale  and  Mrs.  Sprague  were  appointed  a 
committee  on  “  Burial  Service.” 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year : 

President.  —  Sarah  E.  Fuller,  East  Boston. 

Senior  Vice-President.  —  E.  Florence  Barker,  Malden. 

Junior  Vice-President.  —  Hattie  M.  Mason,  Haverhill. 

Secretary.  —  Pamelia  F.  Sprague,  East  Boston. 

Treasurer.  —  S.  Agnes  Parker,  Brockton. 

Chaplain.  —  Francelia  F.  Boynton,  East  Boston. 

Conductor.  —  Ellen  B.  Barrows,  Medford. 

Guard.  —  Martha  A.  Simonds,  Natick. 

Inspector.  —  Kathrina  L.  Beedle,  Cambridge. 

Directors.  —  K.  J.  Libbey,  Fitchburg;  Bebecca  Brewer,  Taunton; 
Ellen  Johnson,  Charlestown;  Amanda  M.  Thayer,  Chelsea;  Julia  M. 
Mills,  Stoughton ;  Alice  I.  Wheelock,  Springfield ;  Maria  E.  Ball,  Ash¬ 
land;  Laura  H.  Baldwin,  Melrose. 

They  were  installed  by  Mrs.  Mattie  B.  Moulton,  Department  Secre¬ 
tary  of  New  Hampshire. 

The  Convention  closed  at  6.40,  p.  m.,  February  4th,  after  a  two  days7 
session. 


BOABD  OF  DIBECTOBS7  MEETINGS. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Feb.  18,  1881. 

A  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  was  held  in  the  parlors  of  the 
Young  Woman’s  Christian  Association,  Boston. 

All  the  Department  officers  and  six  members  of  the  Board  were 
present. 

The  printing  committee  was  instructed  to  prepare  new  charters  and 
a  change  was  voted  in  other  printed  matter,  in  conformity  with  the 
change  of  title. 

On  motion  of  Mrs.  Barker  it  was  voted,  That  all  Corps  be  supplied 
with  the  new  issue  without  further  expense. 

Voted,  on  motion  of  Mrs.  Barker,  That  Past  Department  Officers  and 
Past  Corps  Presidents  be  entitled  to  wear  a  badge  the  same  as  that  of 
the  office  represented,  with  the  addition  of  the  letter  P  above  the  em¬ 
blem  and  a  loop  of  the  material  above  the  pin. 

Voted,  That  the  color  of  the  Secretary’s  badge  be  changed  from  white 
to  blue. 
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Voted,  on  motion  of  Mrs.  Beedle,  That  the  committee  have  full 
power  to  arrange  the  Burial  Service. 

Voted,  on  motion  of  Mrs.  Parker  of  Brockton,  That  when  called  upon 
to  attend  the  funeral  of  a  member  we  wear  a  badge  with  a  black  and 
white  ribbon  above,  so  arranged  as  to  partly  conceal  the  badge. 

The  Department  Chaplain,  Mrs.  Boynton,  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  Burial  Service,  presented  an  address  and  prayer,  which  was  accepted 
as  read. 


Boston,  Mass.,  April  14,  1881. 

This  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  was  called  by  Mrs.  Sarah  E. 
Fuller,  Department  President,  who  occupied  the  chair. 

Fourteen  members  were  present. 

An  invitation  having  been  extended  the  Woman’s  State  Belief  Corps 
to  co-operate  with  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Soldiers’  Home  Bazaar, 
the  following  named  ladies  were  chosen  a  committee  to  assist  in  the  ar¬ 
rangements  for  the  same:  Mrs.  Fuller,  Mrs.  Barker,  Mrs.  Sprague,  Mrs. 
Boynton,  Mrs.  Parker  and  Mrs.  Goodale. 

It  was  suggested  by  Mrs.  Fuller  that  a  Flag  and  Bible  be  presented 
the  Soldiers’  Home,  on  the  occasion  of  the  dedicatory  services. 

On  motion  of  Mrs.  Barker  the  suggestion  was  adopted  and  Mrs. 
Fuller,  Mrs.  Barker,  Mrs.  Boynton  and  Mrs.  Goodale  were  chosen  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  purchase  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mrs.  Barker  a  committee  was  appointed  to  decide  upon 
the  manner  in  which  the  Corps  shall  engage  in  the  bazaar  after  hearing 
from  the  several  Presidents. 


Boston,  Mass.,  Oct.  14,  1881. 

The  Board  of  Directors  met  in  Boston  this  date.  The  President, 
Mrs.  Fuller,  and  nine  members  being  present. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Mrs.  Barrows,  tendering  her 
resignation  as  Department  Conductor. 

Mrs.  M.  Susie  Goodale  of  Medford  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy 
and  notified  by  telegram.  She  was  present  later  in  the  session  and  duly 
installed. 

Several  Corps  Presidents  reported  active  w.ork  already  inaugurated 
for  the  Soldiers’  Home  Bazaar. 

Voted,  To  establish  a  “  Union  Table,”  to  receive  contributions  from 
Corps  that  have  not  arranged  for  separate  tables. 
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Mrs.  Barker  moved  that  we  make  requisition  as  a  Department  for 
space  at  the  bazaar.  Motion  carried. 

The  following  were  chosen  as  Bazaar  Committee,  with  full  power: 
Mrs.  Duller,  Mrs.  Barker  and  Mrs.  Sprague. 

An  order  of  business  for  Convention  was  submitted  by  the  President 
and  adopted. 

Voted,  That  the  Inspections  be  held  in  October. 

The  Board  adopted  a  badge  for  the  Department  Inspector. 


Boston,  Mass.,  November  18,  1881. 

A  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  was  held  at  G.  A.  B.  Head¬ 
quarters.  The  President  and  nine  members  in  attendance. 

Encouraging  reports  were  presented  in  behalf  of  the  Soldiers’  Home 
Bazaar. 

On  motion  of  Mrs.  Barker,  voted,  That  the  ladies  who  represent  the 
Union  Table  proceed  to  organize,  elect  their  officers,  and  then  report  to 
this  Board. 

Mrs.  Thayer  of  Chelsea,  was  elected  President;  Mrs.  Goodale  of 
Medford,  Secretary,  and  Mrs.  Simonds  of  Natick,  Treasurer  of  the 
Union  Table. 

Mrs.  Miles  of  Cambridge,  Mrs.  Johnson  of  Somerville,  and  Miss 
Baldwin  of  Melrose,  were  elected  assistants. 

A  decision  was  rendered  that  a  loyal  woman  who  is  a  Corps  member 
can  be  assisted  from  the  Belief  Fund. 
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THIRD  ANNUAL  CONVENTION. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Jan.  31,  1882. 

The  Third  Annual  Convention  met  in  Boston,  at  Medical  College 
Hall,  Essex  Street,  January  31st  and  February  1st,  1882. 

The  President,  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Fuller,  presided.  The  entire  board  of 
officers,  one  past  officer,  thirty-nine  delegates  and  eight  alternates  were 
present. 

The  Department  Secretary  of  New  Hampshire,  Mrs.  Celia  P.  F. 
Foster,  was  introduced  and  officially  welcomed. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Department  President  referred  to  the 
unanimous  adoption  by  the  National  Encampment  of  a  resolution  offered 
by  Chaplain-in-Chief  Lovering,  endorsing  a  National  organization,  and 
the  appointment  of  a  special  committee  on  correspondence. 

The  report  also  contained  a  statement  of  the  receipts  at  the  Bazaar. 
The  table  of  Corps  6,  Malden,  realized  $2,128.25  (including  the  auto¬ 
graph  album  presented  by  Mrs.  Turner).  The  Union  Table,  comprising 
the  Corps  at  Fitchburg,  Medford,  Charlestown,  Chelsea,  Worcester, 
Natick,  Melrose,  and  the  Independent  Corps  at  Somerville,  netted  $1,136; 
Haverhill,  $600.00 ;  Brockton  table,  $325.00.  Total,  $4,189.25. 

The  Department  Secretary  reported  the  membership  at  the  close  of 
1880  as  580.  Gained  during  the  year  1881,  134.  Membership,  January 
1st,  1882,  714.  Amount  expended  in  relief  during  the  year  $1,117.97. 

Mrs.  Barker,  Miss  Mason,  Mrs.  Goodale,  Mrs.  Parker  and  Mrs. 
Simonds  were  appointed  a  committee  on  Ritual  and  Rules  and  Regula¬ 
tions. 

Mrs.  Boynton,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Burial  Service, 
reported  that  the  work  was  completed. 

The  service-  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  Department  Senior  Vice-President,  Mrs.  Barker,  announced 
that  she  had  received  a  communication  from  the  Grand  Army  Encamp¬ 
ment,  conveying  the  greetings  to  this  Convention  of  the  newly  elected 
Department  Commander,  George  H.  Patch,  who  wished  the  Woman’s 
Relief  Corps  “long  life  and  prosperity.” 

The  Committee  on  presentation  to  the  Soldiers’  Home  reported 
$61.00  as  the  amount  contributed  by  the  Corps  for  the  Bible  and  Flag, 
which  were  presented  by  Mrs.  Fuller,  on  behalf  of  the  Department. 

A  testimonial,  handsomely  engrossed,  was  received  from  the  Board 
of  Trustees  in  recognition  of  these  gifts. 
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A  discussion  ensued  upon  the  clause  in  Rules  and  Regulations  relating 
to  the  eligibility  of  loyal  women.  A  motion  to  expunge  the  same  was 
lost. 

The  Committee  on  Ritual  and  Rules  and  Regulations  submitted  a 
report  of  progress  in  which  were  embodied  various  recommendations. 

Y oted,  That  they  be  acted  upon  at  this  Convention. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Rules  and  Regulations  was  con¬ 
sidered.  Among  the  changes  recommended  and  adopted  were  the  follow¬ 
ing  : —  The  addition  of  Inspector  to  the  list  of  Department  officers.  The 
officers  of  the  Department  shall  consist  of  one  Director  from  each  Corps 
not  represented  by  a  Department  officer.  All  members  in  good  standing 
shall  be  eligible  to  any  Department  office.  The  adoption  of  a  form  of 
Inspection,  and  the  defining  of  duties  of  Inspector.  That  the  age  of 
applicants  for  membership  shall  be  eighteen  years. 

It  was  decided  that  the  charter  list  may  remain  open  four  weeks 
after  institution. 

Voted,  That  the  Department  pledge  the  Secretary  $150.00  per 
annum  for  her  services. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Department  President  that  free  beds  be 
furnished  at  the  Soldiers’  Home  was  referred  to  a  committee  for  con¬ 
ference  with  the  Trustees. 

Voted,  To  indefinitely  postpone  action  regarding  the  formation  of  a 
National  Relief  Corps. 

Changes  were  adopted  in  the  Installation  Service. 

Officers  were  elected  as  follows  :  — 

President.  —  E.  Florence  Barker,  Malden. 

Senior  Vice-President.  —  Hattie  M.  Mason,  Haverhill. 

Junior  Vice-President.  —  Pamelia  E.  Sprague,  East  Boston. 

Secretary. : — Sarah  E.  Fuller,  East  Boston. 

Treasurer.  —  Matilda  E.  Lawton,  South  Boston. 

Chaplain.  —  Erancelia  E.  Boynton,  East  Boston. 

Inspector.  —  S.  Agnes  Parker,  Brockton. 

Conductor.  —  M.  Susie  Goodale,  Medford. 

Guard.  —  Amanda  M.  Thayer,  Chelsea. 

Directors.  —  Sophia  M.  Parker,  Fitchburg ;  Rebecca  Brewer,  Taun¬ 
ton  ;  Ellen  Johnson,  Charlestown  ;  Cynthia  Kimball,  Stoughton ;  Sarah 
Brown,  Springfield ;  Maria  E.  Ball,  Ashland  ;  Hannah  Rowell,  Melroge ; 
Georgia  F.  French,  Holliston  ;  Ellen  N.  Winch,  Saxonville ;  Mary  L. 
Tucker,  Amesbury ;  Mary  E.  Elliot,  Somerville. 
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BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS’  MEETINGS. 

Boston,  Mass.,  March  22,  1882. 

The  Board  of  Directors  met  in  Boston,  the  President  in  the  chair. 
Sixteen  members  were  present. 

An  installation  service  was  discussed,  and  some  changes  introduced. 

A  copy  of  the  first  circular  letter  issued  to  the  Corps  is  herewith 
given  : — 

WOMAN’S  STATE  RELIEF  CORPS, 

Auxiliary  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic , 

Department  of  Massachusetts. 

Boston,  May  1,  1882. 

To  the  Loyal  Patriotic  Women  of  Massachusetts  : 

Greeting. 

On  the  12th  of  February,  1879,  in  compliance  with  a  request  from  prominent 
comrades  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  Department  of  Massachusetts,  a  Convention  was  held 
at  the  headquarters  of  Post  19,  in  the  city  of  Fitchburg,  to  consider  the  advisability 
of  forming  a  State  organization  of  women  to  work  in  the  interest  of  the  G.  A.  R. , 
and  to  assist  the  comrades  in  doing  their  noble  work  of  relieving  the  wants  of 
suffering  comrades,  or  their  families.  More  than  sixty  ladies,  representing  sixteen 
different  aid  societies  connected  with  the  G.  A.  R.,  responded  to  the  call,  and  the 
organization  now  known  as  the  “Woman’s  State  Relief  Corps”  was  formed. 
Plans  and  methods  for  future  government  and  work  were  adopted,  and  its  mem¬ 
bers  pledged  themselves  to  work  in  every  possible  way  to  advance  the  interests  of 
the  G.  A.  R.,  not  only  in  this  Department,  but  wherever  and  whenever  we  could 
be  of  service.  At  the  Department  Encampment  held  in  Boston,  January,  1881, 
the  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  :  — 

“  Resolved ,  That  the  Department  of  Massachusetts  G.  A.  R.,  recognizing  in 
the  ‘Woman’s  State  Relief  Corps’  an  invaluable  ally  in  its  mission  of  charity 
and  loyalty,  hails  them  as  a  noble  band  of  Christian  women,  who,  while  not  of 
the  G.  A.  R.  are  auxiliary  to  it.” 

At  a  meeting  of  the  National  Encampment,  held  at  Indianapolis  in  June,  1881, 
a  resolution  was  also  unanimously  adopted  by  that  body  recognizing  and  endorsing 
a  “  Woman’s  National  Relief  Corps.”  See  page  793,  Report  of  National  Encamp¬ 
ment.  Such  hearty  and  cordial  endorsements  as  these,  emanating  as  they  have 
from  those  high  in  authority,  has  forever  settled  any  doubts  as  to  the  support  and 
sympathy  we,  as  women,  are  to  receive  from  the  comrades  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and 
has  inspired  the  hearts  of  loyal  women  all  over  our  land  to  renewed  interest  and 
zeal  in  doing  the  work  of  relief  among  the  families  of  those  who  “  so  bravely 
fought  to  defend  their  country’s  honor,  and  to  preserve  to  us  an  unsullied  flag.” 

When  this  organization  was  formed  it  numbered  twenty-three  members;  at 
the  present  time  it  has  a  membership  of  more  than  nine  hundred,  connected  with 
nineteen  subordinate  Corps,  in  various  parts  of  the  State,  and  we  desire  to  call 
attention  to  some  of  the  practical  results  of  our  work  and  labors  as  an  organiza¬ 
tion  during  the  past  year. 


20 


SYNOPSIS  OF  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 


At  the  Bazaar  held  in  Boston  in  December,  1881,  in^  aid  of  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Soldiers’  Home  in  Chelsea,  we  were  represented  by  four  tables,  viz. :  Malden 
Corps,  No.  6,  Union  (supported  by  nine  different  Corps),  Brockton,  No.  7,  Haver¬ 
hill,  No.  8,  making  a  total  return  of  $4,189.  The  quarterly  reports  for  the  year 
1881  showed  the  total  amount  expended  in  relief  among  the  families  of  soldiers 
and  sailors  of  the  late  rebellion  to  be  over  $1,100.  In  all  our  labors  .of  love  and 
loyalty  during  the  short  period  of  our  existence  as  an  organization,  our  reward 
has  been  the  knowledge  that  desolate  homes  have  been  made  happy,  aching  hearts 
have  been  made  glad,  soldiers’  orphan  children  tenderly  cared  for,  and  some  have 
been  laid  in  their  last  resting-places  by  gentle,  loving  hands,  that  otherwise  must 
have  found  a  pauper’s  grave.  More  than  twenty  years  have  passed  since  the 
u  brave  boys  who  wore  the  blue”  marched  away  from  home,  and  all  they  held  so 
dear,  to  defend  their  country’s  honor.  Thousands  of  lonely  graves,  far  from  the 
homes  they  loved  so  well,  tell  of  widows  and  orphan  children  needing  the  care  and 
support  thus  taken  from  them.  Men  who  returned  to  enjoy  the  peace  and  honor 
so  richly  earned  to-day  need  our  care.  The  seeds  of  disease  sown  on  Southern  soil 
have  ripened  fast;  painful  wounds  too  plainly  tell  the  story  of  heroic  suffering, 
which  now  is  so  rapidly  filling  all  our  cemeteries  with  soldiers’  graves.  Women  of 
Massachusetts,  we  cordially  invite  you  to  unite  with  us  in  the  sacred  duty  of  caring 
for  the  helpless  and  needy  ones  left  by  them,  and  to  this  end  we  would  call  your 
attention  to  the  following  from  our  Rules  and  Regulations,  and  hope  you  will  enroll 
your  names  with  ours,  and  assist  in  carrying  on  such  a  noble  work. 

PREAMBLE. 

We,  the  mothers,  wives,  daughters  and  sisters  of  soldiers,  sailors  and  marines 
who  took  part  in  the  late  rebellion,  and  other  loyal  women,  do  unite  to  establish  a 
permanent  State  Association  for  the  purposes  and  objects  herein  set  forth,  with 
such  amendments  as  we  shall  from  time  to  time  think  proper  to  make. 

OBJECTS. 

To  assist  members  and  their  families  in  sickness  and  distress,  and  all  needy 
and  sick  soldiers,  sailors  and  marines,  or  the  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  sol¬ 
diers,  sailors  and  marines ;  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  alleviate  their  distress ;  to 
further  the  interests  of  all  subordinate  Corps,  and  institute  new  Corps  throughout 
the  State. 

CHARTERS. 

Charters  shall  be  signed  by  the  President  and  countersigned  by  the  Secretary. 
The  application  for  a  charter  shall  be  signed  by  at  least  ten  persons  eligible  to 
membership  in  the  Woman’s  State  Relief  Corps,  and  shall  in  all  cases  be  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  charter  fee  of  five  dollars. 

ELIGIBILITY. 

Loyal  women  of  good  moral  character,  interested  in  the  good  work,  shall  be 
eligible  to  membership  in  the  Woman’s  State  Relief  Corps. 

For  any  additional  information  regarding  the  work  of  this  Order,  address  the 
Secretary,  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Fuller,  East  Boston,  Mass. 

Yours  fraternally, 

MRS.  E.  FLORENCE  BARKER, 

MRS.  SARAH  E.  FULLER,  President 

Secretary. 
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Boston,  Mass.,  June  1,  1882. 

A  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  was  held,  the  President  in  the 
chair.  Twelve  members  were  present. 

Moved  by  Mrs.  Goodale  that  the  title  “  Mrs.”  or  “  Miss  ”  be  dropped 
when  addressing  officers  in  a  Corps  meeting. 

Amended  by  Mrs.  Sprague  that  the  prefix  be  dropped  when  address¬ 
ing  all  officers  except  the  President.  Carried. 

The  revision  of  the  Bitual  was  again  considered  and  several  changes 
adopted. 

Mrs.  Miles  resigned  the  office  of  Department  Treasurer.  The  resig¬ 
nation  was  accepted,  and  Mrs.  Matilda  E.  Lawton  of  South  Boston  was 
elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  and  was  duly  installed.  A  letter  was  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Asst.  Adjt.-General  of  Connecticut  G.  A.  B.,  asking  in¬ 
formation  in  regard  to  the  manner  of  forming  a  Department. 

On  November  16,  1882,  Mrs.  Barker  and  Mrs.  Fuller  went  to 
Waterbury,  Conn.,  and  instituted  Wadhams  Corps,  No  1.  Other  Corps 
afterwards  took  the  Massachusetts  work. 

FOURTH  ANNUAL  CONVENTION. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Jan.  31,  1883. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Convention  met  in  Boston,  January  30th  and 

31st, 

The  Department  President,  Mrs.  E.  Florence  Barker,  in  the  chair. 

All  the  officers  were  present,  with  sixty-four  delegates. 

The  Department  Secretary,  Mrs.  Fuller,  reported  that  four  Corps 
had  been  instituted,  giving  total  membership  993,  a  gain  of  279  the  past 
year. 

Mrs.  Parker  of  Brockton,  Mrs.  Beedle  of  Cambridge,  Mrs.  Ball  of 
Ashland,  Mrs.  Goodale  of  Medford  and  Mrs.  Smith  were  appointed  a 
committee  on  Bitual  and  Buies  and  Regulations. 

Business  was  temporarily  suspended  and  Commander-in-Chief  Paul 
Van  Der  Voort  of  the  G..  A.  R.,  with  other  comrades,  were  admitted  and 
escorted  to  the  platform.  They  were  accorded  an  appropriate  welcome  by 
the  President.  Earnest  remarks  were  made  by  Commander-in-Chief  Van 
Der  Voort,  Junior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief  Bangs,  Adjt.-Gen.  Brown, 
Chaplain-in-Chief  Lovering,  Asst.  Q.  M.  Gen.  Goodale,  Col.  Thomas  E. 
Barker  and  Comrade  E.  B.  Stillings.  Commander-in-Chief  Van  Der 
Voort  referred  to  this  visit  in  General  Orders  dated  Feb.  16,  1883,  as 
follows  :  — 

w  The  Cominancler-in-Chief  is  delighted  to  learn  that  the  loyal  women 
of  the  land  are  forming  auxiliary  societies  everywhere.  The  grand 
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work  done  by  these  organizations  is  worthy  of  the  highest  praise.  The 
Woman’s  Relief  Corps  of  Massachusetts  is  hereby  particularly  mentioned 
on  account  of  the  work  they  have  done  and  their  perfect  organization. 
The  President  of  the  same,  Mrs.  E.  Florence  Barker  of  Malden,  Mass., 
\yill  be  happy  to  furnish  information.” 

Business  resumed. 

Voted,  on  motion  of  Mrs.  Glover,  That  the  Rituals  be  printed. 

The  announcement  that  Comrade  George  S.  Evans  had  been  elected 
Department  Commander  of  the  Mass.  G.  A.  R.  was  received  with  applause. 

The  exemplification  of  the  Ritual  was  given  at  the  evening  session. 

It  was  decided  that  an  application  for  membership  cannot  be  bal¬ 
loted  on  at  the  same  meeting  it  is  read. 

Mrs.  Fuller  submitted  a  design  of  badge  for  the  Union  Board, 
which  was  adopted. 

Delegates  were  chosen  to  the  Union  Board,  viz  :  —  Kathrina  L. 
Beedle,  Cambridge;  Ellen  Johnson,  Charlestown;  Amanda  M.  Thayer, 
Chelsea ;  Mary  E.  Glover,  Springfield ;  Maria  E.  Ball,  Ashland ;  Laura 
E.  Baldwin,  Melrose;  Eliza  F.  Talbot,  Holliston;  Ellen  M.  Winch, 
Saxonville  ;  Mary  L.  Tucker,  Amesbury ;  Mary  E.  Elliot,  Somerville. 

The  following  officers  were  installed  by  Mrs.  Mattie  B.  Moulton, 
Department  President  of  New  Hampshire:  — 

President. —  E.  Florence  Barker,  Malden. 

Senior  Vice-President. —  M.  Susie  Goodale,  Medford. 

Junior  Vice-President. —  S.  Agnes  Parker,  Brockton. 

Secretary. —  Sarah  E.  Fuller,  East  Boston. 

Treasurer. — Matilda  E.  Lawton,  South  Boston. 

Inspector. —  Hattie  M.  Mason,  Haverhill. 

Chaplain. —  Francelia  F.  Boynton,  East  Boston. 

Conductor. —  Lizabeth  A.  Turner,  Boston. 

Guard. —  Mary  J.  Peck,"  Fitchburg. 

Directors. —  Kathrina  L.  Beedle,  Cambridge;  Helen  F.  Johnson, 
Charlestown;  Josie  W.  Connor,  Chelsea;  Mary  E.  Glover,  Springfield; 
Maria  E.  Ball,  Ashland;  Hannah  Rowell,  Melrose;  Eliza  F.  Talbot, 
Holliston ;  Ellen  N.  Winch,  Saxonville ;  Mary  L.  Tucker,  Amesbury ; 
Mary  E.  Elliot,  Somerville ;  Celestia  E.  Barton,  Belchertown ;  Cinderilla 
E.  Clement,  Merrimac;  Mary  E.  Chipman,  Waltham;  Sarah  B.  Creasey, 
Newburyport;  Maria  A.  Lull,  Cambridgeport. 
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BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS’  MEETINGS. 

Boston,  Mass.,  June  27,  1883. 

A  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  was  held  in  conjunction  with 
the  Union  Board.  The  morning  session  was  devoted  to  the  consideration 
of  the  subject  referred  to  in  the  General  Orders  issued  by  Commander-in- 
Chief  Van  Der  Voort,  inviting  the  Woman’s  Relief  Corps  and  Auxiliary 
Societies  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  to  send  representatives  to 
the  National  Encampment  at  Denver,  Col.,  “and  perfect  a  National 
organization.” 

The  Union  Board  adjourned  at  noon. 

The  Massachusetts  Board  convened  in  the  afternoon. 

On  motion  of  Mrs.  Lawton  it  was  voted,  That  this  Department  send 
three  delegates  to  Denver,  Colorado;  the  expenses  of  one  delegate  to  be 
defrayed  by  the  Department ;  of  the  other  two  delegates  by  assessments 
upon  the  several  Corps. 

Moved  by  Mrs.  Fuller  that  this  Board  invite  the  President  and 
Secretary  of  the  Department  of  New  Hampshire  to  unite  with  Massa¬ 
chusetts  in  sending  delegates.  Carried. 

Mrs.  E.  Florence  Barker,  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Fuller  and  Mrs.  Lizabeth 
A.  Turner  were  elected  delegates. 

It  was  decided  that  “suspended  meetings”  are  not  legal. 


Boston,  Mass.,  October  10,  1883. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  the  President,  Mrs.  Barker, 
with  five  other  officers  and  six  Directors  were  present. 

The  Delegates  to  Denver  reported  that  a  National  Woman’s  Relief 
Corps  was  organized  on  the  basis  of  the  Massachusetts  work,  and  that 
Mrs.  E.  Florence  Barker  was  elected  President,  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Fuller  Sec¬ 
retary,  and  Mrs.  Lizabeth  A.  Turner  Treasurer  of  the  National  W.  R.  C. 

They  paid  a  deserved  tribute  to  the  efforts  of  Department  Commander 
Geo.  S.  Evans,  whose  loyal  support  aided  them  in  achieving  success. 
Miss  Elliot  was  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  a  testimonial  of 
thanks  to  Commander  Evans,  and  present  it  at  the  next  Annual  Convention 
of  the  Department. 

Voted,  as  a  recommendation  to  National  Convention,  that  it  be  in¬ 
corporated  in  the  Rules  and  Regulations  that  Corps  Presidents  have  a 
seat  in  Department  Conventions  the  year  following  their  retirement 
from  the  chair. 
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Moved  by  Mrs.  Beedle,  That  Corps  having  rendered  a  quarterly  report 
previous  to  Convention  shall  be  entitled  to  representation  in  the  same  at 
the  regular  ratio.  Carried. 

On  motion  of  Mrs.  Beedle,  voted,  That  a  recommendation  from  this 
Board  be  sent  to  the  National  officers,  that  they  incorporate  in  the  new 
edition  of  Buies  and  Begulations  an  article  requiring  Corps  to  return  the 
badges  as  Department  property  when  surrendering  their  charter. 

It  was  decided  that  members  of  the  Board  wear  a  knot  of  white  rib¬ 
bon  to  distinguish  them  from  visitors. 

Mrs.  Boynton  tendered  her  resignation  as  Dept.  Chaplain,  owing  to 
removal  from  the  State.  The  resignation  was  accepted  and  Mrs.  Eliza¬ 
beth  C.  Lovering  of  Worcester  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  and  duly 
installed. 


FIFTH  ANNUAL  CONVENTION. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Jan.  29th  and  30th,  1884. 

The  Fifth  Annual  Convention  wTas  presided  over  by  Mrs.  E.  Florence 
Barker,  Department  President. 

All  the  officers  were  present,  three  Past  Department  officers,  and  one 
hundred  and  one  delegates  and  alternates. 

Mrs.  Lovering,  Department  Chaplain,  presented,  in  an  eloquent 
manner,  a  gavel  composed  of  wood  taken  from  the  stockade  of  Anderson- 
ville  Prison.  The  gift  was  made  on  behalf  of  her  husband,  Bev.  Joseph 
F.  Lovering,  Chaplain-in-Chief  G.  A.  B. 

The  President  accepted  the  same  on  behalf  of  the  Department,  with 
remarks  of  appreciation. 

On  motion  of  Mrs.  Beedle,  it  was  voted,  That  a  suitably  engrossed 
testimonial  be  presented  Bev.  J.  F.  Lovering  in  recognition  of  his  gift. 

Extracts  from  the  address  of  Mrs.  E.  Florence  Barker,  Department 
President,  are  herewith  given  : 

“  The  records  of  the  past  year  show  a  success  which  far  exceeds  the 
expectation  of  the  most  sanguine,  and  this  is  brightened  by  the  glad 
promise  of  the  future. 

As  a  direct  result  of  the  endorsement  given  the  work  of  Massachusetts 
by  Commander-in-Chief  Van  Der  Voort,  in  his  General  Order,  nearly  five 
hundred  letters  were  received  from  the  several  States  in  the  Union, 
requesting  information  regarding  our  work,  resulting  in  the  speedy 
formation  of  several  Corps.” 
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Referring  to  the  gathering  at  Denver  the  report  continued : 

“  Gathered  in  Convention  with  ladies  from  nearly  every  State, 
representing  twenty-six  different  orders,  the  work  of  uniting  on  any 
common  ground  seemed  at  one  time  very  doubtful. 

The  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the  basis  of  the  National  Order 
resulted  in  much  earnest  discussion,  and  to  Mrs.  Kate  B.  Sherwood,  the 
pioneer  of  a  national  society,  is  due  the  honor  of  presenting  Massa¬ 
chusetts  work  as  the  basis  of  its  formation.  Too  much  praise  cannot  he 
accorded  Mrs.  Sherwood  for  her  loyalty  to  the  national  organization. 
Preferring,  as  she  stated,  open  parliamentary  meetings,  she  waived  a 
point  to  secure  harmony,  and  desiring  that  the  best  ritualistic  work 
should  be  adopted,  if  any,  favored  that  in  the  hands  of  the  Massachusetts 
ladies. 

A  debate  in  the  National  Encampment,  G.  A.  R.,  in  which  Com¬ 
rades  Tanner,  Hazard,  Warner,  Merrill,  Adams  and  others,  endorsed  the 
work  of  women,  resulted  in  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution 
offered  by  Chaplain-in-Chief  Foster. 

Resolved,  That  we  cordially  hail  the  organization  of  a  National 
Woman’s  Relief  Corps,  and  extend  our  greetings  and  return  our  warmest 
thanks  for  their  services  to  the  Order,  bidding  them  God-speed  in  their 
patriotic  work. 

Thus  in  the  Centennial  State  was  founded  an  organization  which  we 
trust  will  prove  the  right  hand  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

In  delivering  up  the  office  to  his  successor,  Commander-in-Chief  Van 
Der  Voort  issued  the  following  in  his  Order :  — 

‘  I  ask  all  my  comrades  as  the  last  official  request  I  shall  ever  make 
the  Order,  to  give  to  the  Woman’s  Relief  Corps  their  warm,  hearty  and 
loving  support.’ 

With  this  benediction  from  him,  I  trust  that  the  assurance  which  I 
gave  the  National  Encampment  that  their  trust  would  not  be  mis¬ 
placed  and  that  they  should  never  have  reason  to  be  ashamed  of  the 
organization  will  be  the  study  of  every  member  of  the  W.  R.  C.” 

After  referring  to  several  matters  connected  with  the  Department, 
Mrs.  Barker  continued: 

“From  the  commencement  to  the  close  of  the  year  we  have  been  re¬ 
cipients  of  favors  from  the  Commander  of  the  Department,  and  his 
Assistant  Adjutant-General,  A.  C.  Monroe. 

Upon  assuming  his  official  position,  a  courteous  letter  was  forwarded 
from  Department  Commander  Evans,  placing  Grand  Army  Headquarters 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Massachusetts  Woman’s  Relief  Corps  as  the  head¬ 
quarters  of  its  officers,  and  after  rendering  great  assistance  in  securing  the 
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National  organization,  the  same  courtesy  was  extended  to  the  National 
officers.  Since  its  organization,  George  S.  Evans  has  been  the  firm  friend 
of  our  Order.” 

The  report  of  the  Department  Secretary,  Mrs.  Fuller,  showed  the 
entire  membership  at  the  close  of  1882,  to  have  been  899.  Number 
gained  during  the  year  824.  Fourteen  Corps  were  instituted  with  a 
combined  charter  membership  of  534.  The  report  contained  valuable 
suggestions  concerning  the  details  of  the  work  in  Massachusetts,  and 
closed  with  a  reference  to  the  Soldiers’  Home. 

Voted,  on  motion  of  Mrs.  Goodale,  That  candidates  by  transfer  card 
be  elected  by  ball  ballot. 

On  motion  of  Mrs.  Parker,  voted,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  have 
full  power  to  act  and  attend  to  all  new  business  coming  between  Con¬ 
ventions. 

Miss  Elliot  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted :  — 

Resolved,  That  the  Department  of  Massachusetts,  in  Sixth  Annual 
Convention  assembled,  realizing  that  the  extension  of  our  work  to  a 
National  Belief  Corps  has  given  our  Order  a  character  and  an  influence 
which  places  it  in  the  foremost  rank  of  the  organizations  of  the  country, 
hereby  place  on  record  its  high  appreciation  of  the  devotedness  and 
ability  of  Mrs.  E.  Florence  Barker,  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Fuller  and  Mrs.  Eliza¬ 
beth  A.  Turner,  delegates  to  Denver,  Col.,  whose  excellent  judgment 
deserves  our  sincere  thanks,  and  without  whose  services  the  grand  results 
attained  could  not  have  been  accomplished. 

Business  of  Convention  was  suspended,  and  Department  Commander 
Evans  and  staff,  Past  Department  Commander  Patch,  with  other  comrades, 
were  admitted,  after  which  Miss  Elliot  read  the  testimonial  which  had 
been  prepared  for  Commander  Evans,  and  it  was  presented  by  Mrs. 
Barker  in  behalf  of  the  Convention. 

The  recipient  eloquently  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the  gift.  Be- 
marks  were  made  by  the  other  visiting  comrades. 

The  visitors  having  retired  business  was  resumed. 

It  was  recommended  to  National  Convention  for  adoption  in  Buies 
and  Begulations  “that  the  Department  President  may  set  aside  a  ballot 
when  it  is  found  that  a  candidate  is  unworthy.” 

The  committee  on  Officers’  Beports  favored  a  recommendation  of  the 
National  President,  that  an  Employment  Bureau  be  established  in  every 
Corps.  Adopted. 

The  recommendation  of  Department  Inspector  that  any  change 
adopted,  either  in  Convention  or  Board  meetings,  should  be  transmitted 
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to  the  Corps  in  a  General  Order  was  endorsed  by  the  committee  and 
adopted  by  the  Convention. 

Voted,  That  the  reports  of  the  President  and  Secretary  be  printed. 

A  testimonial  was  voted  the  retiring  Department  President,  Mrs. 
Barker. 

The  following  officers  were  installed  by  the  National  President, 
Mrs.  E.  Florence  Barker :  — 

President. — M.  Susie  Goodale,  Medford. 

Senior  Vice-President. —  S.  Agnes  Parker,  Brockton. 

Junior  Vice-President. —  Lizabeth  A.  Turner,  Boston. 

Secretary. —  Sarah  E.  Fuller,  East  Boston. 

Treasurer. —  Matilda  E.  Lawton,  South  Boston. 

Inspector. —  Kathrina  L.  Beedle,  Cambridge. 

Chaplain. —  Elizabeth  C.  Lovering,  Worcester. 

Conductor. — Mary  M.  Perry,  Springfield. 

Guard. —  Helen  F.  Johnson,  Charlestown. 

Directors. —  Anna  Davis,  Fitchburg;  Lizzie  G.  Putnam,  George¬ 
town  ;  Anna  M.  Boynton,  Chelsea ;  Sarah  G.  M.  Hill,  Danvers ;  Ellen 
S.  Warren,  West  Boylston  ;  Maria  E.  Ball,  Ashland;  Laura  E.  Baldwin, 
Melrose;  Eliza  F.  Talbott,  Holliston.;  Mary  F.  Dennett,  Amesbury; 
Hattie  A.  Balph,  Somerville;  Frances  P.  Gibbs,  Westfield;  Isabella  M. 
Loring,  Shrewsbury ;  Cinderilla  Clement,  Merrimac  ;  Mary  E.  Chipman, 
Waltham  ;  Helen  C.  Lowell,  Newburyport ;  Maria  A.  Lull,  Cambridge- 
port ;  Olive  M.  Long,  Boston  ;  Mary  A.  Bailey,  Lynn ;  Kate  B.  Hood, 
Beverly;  Emma  B.  Lowd,  Salem;  Hattie  Follett,  North  Adams;  Eliza 
J.  Hall,  Lowell ;  Harriet  H.  Crombie,  Manchester ;  Eliza  L.  Henchman, 
Hyde  Park. 
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SIXTH  ANNUAL  CONVENTION. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Jan.  29,  1885. 

The  Sixth  Annual  Convention  met  in  Boston,  January  29th  and  30th, 
1885. 

The  Department  President,  Mrs.  M.  Susie  Goodale,  in  the  chair. 

There  were  present  8  Department  officers,  22  Corps  Presidents  and 
134  delegates. 

A  beautiful  Department  banner  (procured  through  the  efforts  of 
Mrs.  Parker  of  Leominster)  was  presented  by  Mrs.  Knowles. 

The  report  of  Mrs.  Goodale,  Department  President,  referred  to  the 
gain  in  membership  and  Corps,  and  contained  suggestions  regarding  the 
work  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Department  Secretary,  Mrs.  Puller,  reported  a  gain  of  16  Corps 
and  733  members.  The  membership  Dec.  31st,  1884,  was  2,608,  with  46 
Corps. 

The  amount  of  money  expended  in  relief,  $3,039.78.  Turned  over  to 
Posts,  $257.55. 

The  Department  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Lawton,  reported  the  expenses  of 
the  year  as  $1,718.21,  leaving  a  balance  of  $130.97.  The  sum  of  $207.44 
was  turned  over  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Soldiers’  Home,  from  the  returns 
sent  the  Department  Treasurer,  with  the  subscription  cards. 

On  motion  of  Mrs.  Barker,  Past  Assistant  Adjutant-General  Meech 
was  elected  an  honorary  member,  and  subsequently  escorted  to  the  altar 
and  duly  obligated. 

Department  Commander  Billings  and  staff,  Chaplain-in-Chief  Lover¬ 
ing,  with  other  comrades,  were  received.  The  testimonial  voted  to 
Comrade  Lovering  was  presented  by  Mrs.  Puller. 

Earnest  remarks  were  made  by  the  visiting  comrades,  who  explained 
the  plan  of  the  proposed  Soldiers’  Home  Carnival,  and  solicited  the 
co-operation  of  the  Belief  Corps. 

The  testimonial  to  Mrs.  Barker  was  read  by  the  committee  and  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  Department  President. 

Voted,  That  the  subscription  cards  issued  by  the  Carnival  Committee 
be  sent  to  every  Corps. 

Voted,  That  the  Department  have  a  table  at  the  carnival. 

Voted,  That  ten  per  cent  of  all  money  over  one  hundred  dollars  in 
the  Department  treasury  be  appropriated  to  a  Department  Belief  Fund. 

Voted,  That  $25.00  be  added  to  the  salary  of  the  Department 
Secretary. 
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Moved,  That  a  vote  passed  at  a  previous  Convention  that  one  per 
cent  of  the  per  capita  tax  be  paid  the  Department  President  be  rescinded. 
Motion  carried. 

Voted,  That  all  necessary  traveling  expenses  of  the  Department 
President  be  paid  from  the  Department  treasury,  and  that  a  salary  of 
$50.00  be  paid  the  Department  Treasurer. 

Voted,  That  a  gold  badge  he  presented  honorary  member  Meech. 

Voted,  That  the  ratio  of  representation  from  Corps  to  Department 
Convention,  he  one  delegate  for  every  thirty  members,  and  one  additional 
for  a  final  fraction  of  more  than  one-half  that  number. 

The  officers  elect  were  installed  by  Mrs.  Foster  of  New  Hampshire, 
assisted  by  Mrs.  Littlefield  of  Maine  as  Conductor,  and  Mrs.  Small  of 
Maine  as  Chaplain. 

Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Fuller  was  appointed  Department  Secretary. 

President. —  M.  Susie  Goodale,  Medford. 

Senior  Vice-President. —  S.  Agnes  Parker,  Brockton. 

Junior  Vice-President. —  Lizabeth  A.  Turner,  Boston. 

Secretary. —  Sarah  E.  Fuller,  East  Boston. 

Treasurer. —  Kathrina  L.  Beedle,  Cambridge. 

Inspector. —  Emma  B.  Lowd,  Salem. 

Chaplain. —  Elizabeth  C.  Lovering,  Worcester. 

Conductor. —  Mary  M.  Perry,  Springfield. 

Guard. —  Helen  F.  Johnson,  Somerville. 

Directors.  —  Estelle  V.  Glaizer,  Fitchburg;  Lizzie  G.  Putnam, 
Georgetown;  Mary  A.  B.  Fellows,  Chelsea;  Sarah  G.  M.  Hill,  Danvers; 
Maria  E.  Ball,  Ashland ;  Amanda  Johnson,  Melrose ;  S.  E.  Walker, 
Holliston ;  Agnes  E.  Gale,  Amesbury ;  Abbie  J.  Bean,  Somerville  ;  S.  J. 
Wheeler,  Westfield ;  Nellie  Roberts,  Merrimac ;  A.  G.  Harrington, 
Waltham ;  Helen  C.  Lowell,  Newburyport ;  Angela  H.  Scranton,  Cam- 
bridgeport ;  Susie  A.  Perkins,  Boston  ;  Mary  A.  Bailey,  Lynn  ;  Kate  R. 
Hood,  Beverly;  Hattie  Eaton,  North  Adams;  Eliza  J.  Hall,  Lowell; 
Emma  F,  Priest,  Manchester;  E.  L.  Henchman,  Hyde  Park;  Isabel  M. 
Loring,  Shrewsbury ;  Abbie  Whelden,  Pittsfield ;  Olive  L.  Turner,  Holy¬ 
oke;  R.  Emily  Little,  Charlestown;  H.  H.  Jenkins,  Everett;  Mary  E. 
Goodwin,  Foxboro;  Elizabeth  H.  Waite,  Ipswich;  A.  B.  Swadkins,  Ar¬ 
lington;  E.  Gertrude  Spooner,  Adams;  Ellen  Fuller,  Attleboro;  Eliza 
A.  Penny,  Saugus ;  Mary  S.  Hine,  East  Bridgewater ;  Susan  M.  Alden, 
Middleboro ;  G.  L.  McCallister,  Ayer  ;  Marietta  E.  Bullard,  Chicopee. 
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BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS’  MEETING. 

Boston,  Mass.,  March  16,  1885. 

The  Board  of  Directors  met  in  Boston  this  date,  eight  officers  and 
twenty-one  members  were  present. 

Encouraging  reports  were  received  from  the  several  Corps  concern¬ 
ing  work  for  the  Soldiers’  Home  Carnival. 

Officers  for  the  Department  table  were  elected,  viz:'  President, 
M.  Susie  Goodale;  Vice-Presidents,  E.  Florence  Barker,  Mary  A.  B. 
Fellows,  Mary  M.  Perry  and  Ellen  Johnson;  Secretary,  Kathrina  L. 
Beedle;  Treasurer,  Lizabetli  A.  Turner;  Assistant  Treasurer,  Alfrina 
J.  Whittredge. 

Voted,  That  all  Corps  near  Boston,  contributing  to  the  table,  shall 
have  charge  of  it  for  one  day. 

Moved,  That  all  Department  Officers  he  invited  to  attend  the  open¬ 
ing  day,  and  that  they  preside  over  the  table  one  day,  in  the  order  of  their 
rank,  each  providing  the  assistants  for  that  day.  Carried. 


SEVENTH  ANNUAL  CONVENTION. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Jan.  27,  1886. 

The  Seventh  Annual  Convention  met  in  Boston,  January  27  and  28, 
1886. 

The  Senior  Vice-President,  Mrs.  S.  Agnes  Parker,  in  the  chair,  the 
President,  Mrs.  M.  Susie  Goodale,  being  absent  on  account  of  illness. 

There  were  present  7  officers,  2  Past  Department  Presidents,  and 
179  delegates. 

Moved,  That  we  suspend  the  rules  of  1883,  which  allow  retiring 
Corps  Presidents  only  the  privilege  of  ^representation,  and  grant  all  Past 
Corps  Presidents  the  right  to  participate  as  delegates  at  this  session,  but 
that  hereafter  none  hut  retiring  Corps  Presidents  shall  be  admitted  as 
delegates  unless  elected  as  such  by  their  respective  Corps. 

Amended  by  Mrs.  Lovering,  That  in  the  last  General  Orders  issued 
to  Corps  previous  to  the  Annual  Convention  this  rule  shall  he  announced. 
Carried. 

The  annual  address  of  the  Department  President,  Mrs.  Goodale,  was 
read  by  Mrs.  Ralph.  It  referred  to  the  general  support  rendered  the 
Soldiers’  Home  Carnival  by  the  Corps  throughout  the  State ;  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  Mrs.  Fuller  as  National  President,  and  the  re-election  of  Mrs. 
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Turner  as  National  Treasurer,  at  Portland,  Maine,  June  last;  the 
resignation  of  Mrs.  Fuller  as  Department  Secretary  and  the  appointment 
of  Miss  Elliot  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

The  Department  Secretary,  Miss  Elliot,  reported  the  membership 
3,734,  a  gain  of  1,098  during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1885; 
17  Corps  were  instituted.  The  sum  of  $3,242.18  was  expended  in  relief, 
and  $906.62  turned  over  to  Posts. 

A  telegram  of  love  and  sympathy  was  forwarded  Mrs.  Goodale, 
and  a  letter  was  subsequently  received  in  reply. 

Mrs.  Barker,  Mrs.  Wheeler  and  Mrs.  Goodale  were  appointed  a 
committee  on  Buies  and  Begulatio'ns  and  Bitual. 

Mrs.  Turner  was  appointed  a  committee  to  procure  a  basket  of 
flowers  as  a  tribute  of  remembrance  to  Mrs.  Goodale. 

The  Department  Chaplain,  Mrs.  Lovering,  was  congratulated  upon 
her  systematic  report  and  the  adoption  of  her  Memorial  Service  by  the 
last  National  Convention. 

The  report  of  Department  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Beedle,  who  was  absent 
because  of  her  illness,  was  read  by  Mrs.  Lowd ;  it  stated  that  the  cash 
balance  on  hand  was  $301.06. 

Voted,  That  a  telegram  expressive  of  sympathy  and  regard  be  sent 
Mrs.  Beedle. 

Past  Department  Commander  Adams  and  Comrade  George  L. 
Goodale  were  announced  as  visitors  from  the  Grand  Arm}7,  Encampment, 
and  officially  welcomed. 

Comrade  Adams  referred  in  his  remarks,  to  the  work  of  this  Depart¬ 
ment  for  the  Soldiers’  Home,  which  he  had  acknowledged  in  his  report 
as  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Voted,  That  the  Department  Treasurer  be  at  headquarters  every 
Wednesday  to  furnish  supplies. 

Voted,  That  a  number  of  aides  be  appointed. 

Voted,  That  the  Department  Secretary  be  allowed  $25.00  in  addition 
to  her  regular  salary,  the  same  as  last  year. 

Voted,  That  the  Department  pay  the  expenses  of  its  President  to 
National  Convention. 

Voted,  That  the  expenses  of  the  members  of  the  Executive  Board 
be  paid  from  the  treasury  when  its  members  are  called  together  at  head¬ 
quarters. 

The  officers  elect  were  installed  by  the  National  President,  Mrs. 
Fuller,  assisted  by  Miss  Huntington  of  Medford  as  Conductor. 
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The  names  of  the  appointed  officers  were  announced,  and  they  were 
duly  installed. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year : — 

President. —  S.  Agnes  Parker,  Brockton. 

Senior  Vice-President. —  Lizabeth  A.  Turner,  Boston. 

Junior  Vice-President. — Emma  B.  Lowd,  Salem. 

Secretary. —  Mary  E.  Elliot,  Somerville. 

Treasurer. —  Hattie  A.  Balph,  Somerville. 

Chaplain. —  Mary  E.  Knowles,  Charlestown. 

Inspector. —  Josie  Connor,  Chelsea. 

Counselor. —  M.  Susie  G-oodale,  Medford. 

Instituting  and  Installing  Officer. —  Mary  M.  Perry,  Springfield. 

Executive  Board. —  Kathrina  L.  Beedle,  Cambridge  ;  Matilda  E. 
Lawton,  So.  Boston  ;  Helen  E.  Johnson,  Somerville  ;  P.  E.  Sprague, 
East  Boston ;  Elizabeth  C.  Lovering,  Worcester. 

At  the  evening  reception  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  a  gold 
watch  and  chain  were  presented  as  a  testimonial  from  her  co-workers  to 
he  conveyed  to  Mrs.  Goodale.  Comrade  Goodale  accepted  it  in  behalf 
of  his  wife.  The  presentation  was  made  by  Mrs.  Barker. 


A  meeting  of  the  Council  was  held  June  10th,  1886,  to  fill  vacancies 
in  the  list  of  delegates  to  the  National  Convention,  and  complete  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  trip  to  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


I  hereby  certifjr  the  foregoing  to  he  a  true  compilation  of  the  rec¬ 
ords  of  the  Department  Conventions  from  the  date  of  organization  of  the 
Woman’s  Belief  Corps,  Department  of  Massachusetts,  to  the  year  1887. 


Attest : 


MABY  E.  ELLIOT, 

Department  Secretary. 


